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We live in Rodez, the capital of the Aveyron in South-West France.
The original town, bullt on the summit of a steep outcrop, has
now spread 1o a neighboring hill linked by an elegant viaduct.
The Sainte-Marie Hospital Assoclation, whose headquarters are
near Clermont-Ferrand, has long owned several clinics in south-
ern France, In particular an important one in RBodez where the
writer Antonin Artaud was hospitalized in the 1940, The build-
Architects | Jecoues Lacormte, Michal de Floniner ings of the “asylum®, as it was then called, covered some 40,000m?
Peoiect toam - Jean-plema Vigien Bconamatia, on the outskirts of the town.

BET IN5.E. Burnaw d'Etudas
Chent : Association Mospitalibra Sainte Maria The director’s aim In choosing us to design the clinic was to erase

The Sainte Marie Psychiatfic CIinic in R'Od'ez s?":a»; r_;':_'“ﬂ‘;;; H00R8, Soy Ay 1300 Rotlee, france the intimidating prison-like image that a psychiatric building so
lacques Lacombe-Michel de Florinier Architectes Complation - 2007 often has had in the past in the eyes of the public
g::tn':;l:d:j::r.Pr, ol 1hi archamsct [BGEilles Torjmman) ur prejectisbuitt on 2 steep narth f-:'lﬂ:l"lg site and is compased
of a psychiatric clinic with forty bedrooms, a medico-psychalogi-
cal center and a day hospital, all centered on a shared set of tech-
nical services. The center has been operational since 2007,
The level of the access road at the top of the site has been ex-
tended into a vast horizontal siab overhanging the site, leaving
space Delow fora coverad parking while also providing a corwine-
Ing platform for the main construction,
The originality of the solution proposed stems from the decision
to set the most important part of the praject, the forty bedrooms
of the clinic, on the uppermost story overlooking the top of trees,
Thus liberating the lower levels for a more spacious approach to
the planning of the medico-psychological center, the offices and
the technical services on the lower levals .
On this site, which affords sweeping views, | imagined a building
whose striking form would generate, whether viewed from the
outsice or experienced from within, a rich dialogue with the sur-
rounding landscape. By creating many different visuals situations,
the presence of the outside scenery, either through deliberate
fraring or through a careful mise-en-scéne, can be perceived in
many different and unhabitual ways. The aim is to give the view
er-every viewer, inciuding those suffering from depression-rnew
and refreshing perspectives on an emvironment previously taken
for granted.
The result is a building full of surprises, where the interplay be-
tween the siepped volumes and open spaces creates a defight-
fully uncorwventional environment. That was our architectural as
well as our therapeutic aim; 1o reach beyond the geometry of ur-
ban normality, to help the mildly depressive patients compose a
rew vision of the world by confronting them with a reality that is
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subitly and stimulatingly different.

Mequaes Lacombe-Michel de Frorinier Architestes
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