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Sainte-Marie Clinic in
Rodez France

Localion: Rodes, Fronce

Architects: JLACOMEE- M. de RLOBIMIER Archilecles
Clenl: Hospibol 3ginbe-hars

Fhictogrophy: Gilles TORDFEMAN, Choude FOULGUIER
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The project Is In Rodez, the capial of the Aveyron In South-West France. The original town,
bullt on the summit of 3 steep cutcrop, Nas now spread to & neightauring hill Inked by &n eks-
gant viaduet.

our project s bullt on a Gteap north-facing site and is composed of a psychiatric clinic with forty
bedrooms, & medico-psychobogical centre and a day hospltal, all centred around a shared set of
technizal services. The total floor area is 3495m*

The level of the access road at the fop of the site has been extended Inte 3 vast horlzontal slab
overhanging tne ske, leaving space below for a covered parking white alse providing a conving-
Ing platform for the maln construction.

The ariginality of the sslution proposed stems from the decislon to set the most iImpaortant part

% of the project, the forty bedrooms of the clinle, on the uppermost storey cverigoking the tree

tops, thus liberating the lower levels for @ more spacious approach to the planning of the medi-
cao-peychological centre, the offices and the technical services on the lower levels.

The result Is 3 bullding full of surprises, whers the Interpiay between the siepped volumes and
Open Epaces Creates a delightfully unconventional environment. That was our architectural as
well 35 our iherapeutic alm; to reach beyond the geametry of urban normallty, to nelp the migy
depresslve patienis compose a new vislan of the world by confronting them with a reaity that Is
Eubthy SITErent.

It forms 3 rich @ialogue with the surrounding landscape na matter seen from the inferlor or the
exterior. Beshdes, deslgners create varlous visual effecis bo percelve the scenery outside.
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